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While Rove continues to hide behind 

his attorney, a grand jury is inves-
tigating the matter. For some strange 
reason, Republicans claim that Rove 
has been vindicated. Something tells 
me that if Rove really believed he was 
innocent of wrongdoing, we would have 
already heard from him by now.
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The silence from both Rove and the 
White House is deafening, while the 
truth continues to be obscured for po-
litical gain. 

f 

DEMOCRATS SHOULD CARE MORE 
ABOUT POLICY THAN POLITICS 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, last week 
the minority leader told reporters that 
‘‘it is essential for us,’’ meaning Demo-
crats, ‘‘to take down their numbers,’’ 
meaning Republicans. And she went on 
to cite the reasons it is more impor-
tant to tear down Republicans than 
offer an actual agenda. 

It is obvious from these statements 
that the Democrat leader’s main strat-
egy is obstruction and politics. They 
care more about partisan spin and neg-
ative attacks than ideas and progress. 

However, Republican policies are 
lowering the deficit created by reces-
sion and terrorist attacks. Republican 
policies have spurred the creation of a 
million jobs this year. Republican poli-
cies have allowed the economy to grow 
faster than any other industrialized 
country. 

And Republican leadership, as op-
posed to decades of Democrat compla-
cency, have led us into the national 
discussion on the future of our most 
important retirement program, Social 
Security. 

The Democratic agenda has lost at 
the polls. If they cared more about 
working families than their poll num-
bers, maybe they would start winning 
elections again. 

f 

GOP SOCIAL SECURITY PLAN CON-
TINUES THE RAID ON THE SO-
CIAL SECURITY TRUST FUND 

(Mr. CARDOZA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, the au-
thors of the Congressional Republican 
Social Security privatization plan are 
not being straight with the American 
people. The Republicans claim that the 
plan that they introduced last month 
includes a lockbox that prevents the 
use of Social Security funds for other 
programs. This could not be further 
from the truth. 

Under their privatization plan, Social 
Security’s surplus cash would continue 
to go to the government, which would 
continue to spend it. Instead of a So-
cial Security trust fund, account hold-
ers get Treasury bonds. 

Even the bill’s Republican author, 
the Social Security Subcommittee 
chairman, has acknowledged that 
under their bill the cash can still be 
used in the way it is now. 

Over the last 4 years, the Repub-
licans have raided $670 billion from the 
Social Security trust fund to help pay 
for tax breaks. Despite their rhetoric 
now, the new Republican Social Secu-
rity privatization scheme proves that 
they are up to their old tricks. 

As we prepare for the 70th anniver-
sary of Social Security next month, 
the American people deserve a plan 
that strengthens Social Security for 
future generations and stops the raid 
on the Social Security trust fund.

f 

PROBLEMS IN LATIN AMERICA 
(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, problems 
now loom in Latin America as they did 
in the 1980s. Venezuela’s Mussolini, 
Hugo Chavez, ordered 40 Russian mili-
tary helicopters to station on his bor-
der with Colombia. And he is also tak-
ing delivery of over 100,000 AK–103 as-
sault rifles to fight a new war. 

His war may be in Central America. 
His agents are already funneling oil 
money to groups hostile to the United 
States and to free trade. 

We in the Congress have a choice to 
make. We can either send exports to 
Central America or troops. Next week 
let us enact a free trade agreement 
with Central America to lock in demo-
cratic growth and stability, and let us 
make sure that President Hugo 
Chavez’s Venezuelan agents find no fer-
tile ground in America’s back yard. 

f 

KARL ROVE’S INVOLVEMENT IN 
THE LEAKING OF CIA AGENT’S 
IDENTITY 
(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, 
whenever President Bush is asked to 
comment on Karl Rove’s involvement 
in the leaking of a CIA agent’s iden-
tity, the President says that he cannot 
comment because it is an ongoing in-
vestigation. However, if the President 
really wanted to know everything 
about Karl Rove’s involvement, all he 
would have to do is call Karl Rove into 
the Oval Office and ask him. Rove’s 
testimony before the grand jury was 
not private. Rove certainly could have 
explained his involvement so the Presi-
dent could then determine if Rove can 
be trusted as a senior national security 
advisor. 

There is simply no reason for Presi-
dent Bush to delay any longer. The 
American people and our CIA agents 
around the world need to be able to 
trust those with top security clear-
ances. 

Two years ago, President Bush 
talked tough about this serious issue 

saying, if there is a leak out of my ad-
ministration, I want to know who it is. 
Well, President Bush now knows Karl 
Rove was involved, and yet he says he 
wants to reserve judgment until after 
the investigation is completed. 

If the President really thought this 
was serious, he would call Rove into 
his office and demand an explanation. 
It is time for President Bush to hold 
Rove accountable for his actions.

f 

PASS A NATIONAL ENERGY BILL 

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, as the 
conference between the House and Sen-
ate on the energy bill gets underway, it 
is long past due for Congress to pass a 
comprehensive energy bill. U.S. eco-
nomic prosperity is closely tied to the 
availability of a reliable and affordable 
supply of energy. As the economy 
grows, so will the demand for energy. 
According to the Energy Information 
Agency, the United States, by the year 
2025, is expected to need 44 percent 
more petroleum, 38 percent more nat-
ural gas, 43 percent more coal, 54 per-
cent more electricity, and 54 percent 
more renewable energy. 

Record increases in the prices at the 
pump and in overall energy cost under-
score the long-term need to enact a 
comprehensive national energy strat-
egy. So, Mr. Speaker, the time is now 
to do so.

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY SURPLUS BILL 

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, we can 
always use a good laugh around here, 
but not when it is at the expense of the 
American people or the future of the 
Social Security. This is from Congres-
sional Quarterly. It is so bizarre I 
couldn’t make it up. The House version 
of the Republican Social Security sur-
plus bill uses the Social Security sur-
plus twice. First the government would 
borrow the surplus from Social Secu-
rity’s trust funds in exchange for spe-
cial Treasury bonds, as it does now. 
And it would then direct the surplus 
back into individual accounts, but then 
borrow it back again in exchange for 
bonds that were put into people’s pri-
vate accounts. 

The debt on the individual’s accounts 
would appear in the government’s 
budget. The debt to Social Security 
trust funds would remain off budget, as 
it is now. The surplus itself would be 
spent as part of the regular budget. 

This is progress in the integrity of 
Social Security? This is some totally 
bizarre joke that is so confusing that 
they are hoping that they can snooker 
people into voting for it at 3 or 4 or 5 
in the morning like they did the Medi-
care bill, which is now $800 million over 
budget and providing precious little 
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